On Friday June 18, 2010 GPHA’s Woodland Academy Child Development Center (5401 Grays Avenue in Southwest Philadelphia) received a new, modern, state of the art playground for our children. Keystone Mercy Health Plan, Wachovia Bank and Greater Philadelphia Health Action, Inc. teamed up to build the playground.

More then 60 volunteers gathered in a day-long construction of the new playground at Woodland Academy Child Development Center. The team of volunteers met at 7:00am to begin the build and completed the entire playground by 2:00pm that same afternoon. The playground was a part of the program’s mission established by the corporate sponsors to reduce the number of preventable injuries suffered by children, as well as addressing childhood obesity by encouraging healthy, physical activity through the construction of safe play areas.

The temperature rose to over 90 degrees yet the team of volunteers never detoured from their mission of creating this for the children. A DJ provided the energetic music to keep the team encouraged. At lunch, the bar-b-que pit was on hand to provide food for the team. All in all it was a wonderful day and an even better turnout. 
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One of the best moments of the day, was when the children were allowed to come outside and see the playground. They were so excited, running from each end of the playground, testing out the new equipment. GPHA’s Woodland Academy Child Development Center is thankful and appreciative of such a great gift from Keystone Mercy Health Plan, Wachovia Bank and all the volunteers.
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